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Dedication 
 
I offer this work to the staff and students of James Cook High School and to the people of 
the Manurewa community.  It is my koha, the best that I can give, my learning from time 
spent with you all. This Whakatauki suggests a humble offering of a small gift. Pounamu 
stands here as a metaphor for a treasure from the heart. 
Ahakoa he iti he pounamu 
          Although it is small, it is greenstone 
 
I dedicate this thesis as a labour of love for my dearest departed boy Kurt, who always sits at 
my shoulder. 
…..and to my Dad… See, I finally did it. 
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Dancing classes (but never managed the steps despite patient and good humoured 
coaching) and had many enlightening conversations with the people I met there. I will never 
forget this experience which has been among the most meaningful of my career.  
The work that the Marae committee have done and continues to do, to promote caring and 
well- being for the elders in the community; to nurture Māoritanga and care for the 
environment is inspirational. Every person I have met there, be it in the Whare Oranga , on 
the Dance floor, in the Tare, or the welcoming Marae Café, has enriched me and my study.   
I must acknowledge Bryan Smith, the Principal of my school at the time of the research, who 
allowed me the freedom to commit to this period of learning, trusting me to decide for 
myself what might be a worthwhile use of my time, and who encouraged me in this work.  
This encouragement was continued by the new Principal, Vaughan Couillaut and I thank him 
and the rest of my Senior Leadership Team mates for their support in the later stages of 
producing the results of this study. I especially want to thank my friend and colleague Janet 
Bowden, proof reader extra- ordinary, for a last minute check of apostrophes! 
I am indebted to the wise George Pomana, leader of Puutake, who will always answer my 
questions, if sometimes in an oblique and thought provoking way, and to all my friends in 
the professional learning centre who have shared in my learning and cheered me on in this 
work.  
Trish and Jules, colleagues and collaborators in our Te Kotahitanga team, thank you for the 
talk, reflection, debate, and challenge which has been part of our regular daily intercourse, 
but mostly, thank you for your belief in me. I also need to acknowledge the inspiration that 
comes as part of belonging to the wider Te Kotahitanga whānau.  
Terri and Judith, always there to smooth out any obstacles that are in your power to shift, 
always encouraging, efficient, and interested, your understanding and confidence in me is 
treasured.  
To Mere, Ted and Annie, my supervisors – I offer my immense gratitude for all of your 
support and guidance and my enormous admiration for your huge breadth of knowledge 
and skill. Thank you for the great privilege of working with you.  
To my family, my husband and sons, thank you for your forbearance and faith, for being 
there. I now return to you. 
 
